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but those other sources of information, to which reference was
made above, are present in considerable quantity for most
countries. Thus we have information for most areas relating to
a date close to 1600, and we do not have to rely upon information
for certain countries relating to a date some half century or
more distant as was the case when making the estimate for
the year 1300. Moreover, we have also for many countries
data from the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, and thus we
can check the results derived from a study of the facts for about
the year 1600. As might be expected, the richest material
comes from Italy; as an incidental result of the high degree of
political organization and of intellectual activity in that country
there have come down to us many records which are of use
for our purpose. The countries about which it is most difficult
to say anything with an approximate degree of certainty are
England and Germany. The difficulty in the case of the latter
arises from the minute political subdivisions. In the case of
the former it is lack of material which is the cause of the trouble.
We possess some material for the number of communicants in
England and Wales for the year 1603. But there is reason to
think that the records are very incomplete. The most satis-
factory method of estimating the population of England and
Wales at this date is that used in the census report of 1841.
There a calculation is made for the year 1600 by working back
from the data of the census in 1801 with the use of the parish
records of baptisms and burials. It is unnecessary to say any-
thing further about the nature of the data or of the use made
of them. Beloch's analysis is summarized in Table 2.

While nothing can be said with any degree of certainty about
the population of the rest of the Continent,, it is probably not
far from the truth to put it at about 25 millions, which brings
the total to 100 millions. Looking back at the estimate for the
year 1300 it will be seen that the rate of growth of the popula-
tion during the three intervening centuries was not very rapid*
It was about 32 per cent in the three hundred years between
1300 and 1600 as compared with some 50 per cent between
1000 and 1300. As we already pointed out for England, it is